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They Robbed
the Poor,

Penitentiary Doctor in 1896 Buncoed
an Oid TMan Out of $100, Play~
ing Ou the Death of a Son.

AN EXAMNPLE OF MANY STEALS,

Bome time ago Chaplain H. E. Ballou
of the Kansas penitentlary received a
letter from Wm. H. Shepherd, of Barry
Statlon, Ala., Inguiring about the where-
abouts of Dr. G. A, Morrison, the prison
physician durlng the Morrill administra-
tion, and stating that the Doctor had se-
cured $100 from him to asslst In aecur-
ing a pardon for his son, Claude William
Shepherd, who was a convlet, and who
died In pricon May 28, 1897. Attention
was oalled to the fact thal no pardon
had ever been wecured mnd that the
money had not been returned notwith-
standing promises which were made that
nol ope cent of It should be wsed unless
the pardon wiu secured. Mr, Shepherd
aleo stated that he had been compelled
to borrow the money, and that belng
poor it was a great aacrifice, but that he
hnd wantad his boy, who waa dying of
constumption, to Have & mathet's care in
his last days. Mr. Shepherd made an
effort to securs the return of the money
after bis son’s death but with the excep-
tlon of the recelpt of one letter contaln-
Ing a fine ssaortment of promises, his ef-
forta hnd resulted in failure. As evl-
denee that he had sent the money he
forwarded to Chaplain Ballou In a letter
dated February 7, 1868, two original let-
ters from Dr. Morrison, acknowledging
receipt and promising ita return and two
receipts from the Southern Express
Company showlng the lasue of two mon-
ey orders November 24, 1898, in Dr. Mor-
risom’s favor, the orders being numbered
BES0S03 and B5S004.

The story of this tranaaction, which is
not. by any means the only one of the
kind, s best told by the correspondence
whith passed between the two parties.
It started with a letter from Claude
Shepherd (who was also known at his
home as “Willle,”) to his father, in
which he told of his condition and saksd
for money to push a pardon application.
With this letter Dr, Morrigon enclosed a
slip on which, the following appearsd:

Kansas State Penltentiary Pharmacy,

Surgeon's Office.

Mr. Shepherd:—1 simply wish to ndd
to Claude's letter that should you see fit
to help him, and [ think it's your duty
now, 1 will stand between him and loss
of Lhe money, That s, if the release can-
not be obtained no money goes and will
be returned to you. Yours,

G. A. MORRISON,

The elder Bhepherd wrote back asking
some questions with a view to ascertain-
ing more about the rellabllity of Dr.
Mosrison, to which he recelved the fol-
lowing reply:

Office of Geo. A. Morrson,
Prison Physiclan, K. 8, P.,
Lansing, Kans., Nov, 17th, 189&

ment, and I have tuken especinl vare of
him for the last elght months. The
chunge of  adminlstration necessarily
means & change of physicians, and while
that might be for his good, the rlak ls
o run, [ want to see him llberated from
here before [ go away. Now I have but
this to say—eend me all the money you
can ralse as early as possible, I will use
It for his Interest if 1 can. Our board of
pardons will be In session herenext week.
It 1 cannot effect his releass I glve you
here and now my word of honor as be-
tween man and man, every dollar you
send me shall he returned to you, Do you
understand? No man shall handle a
dollar af it untll his pardon s signed up
by the governor, and If 1 can secure his
pardon without using the money it wlll
be refunded,
herd, 1 have stated my position plalnly
and we understand esch other, and it
remaina for you to exerclse your own
best judgment. As to further trouble, 1
think you need have no fear, 5s the con-

dition of his health would cheat the nen N

of & viethm.

Lét mo hear from you, and the corre-
spondénge concerning money had best be
kept to yoursell. [ may not have to vee
any of it. Clande 18 in bed moat of the
time now, Yours,

0. A. MORRISON.

If you send money send draft payable
to me Individually, M.

Just & week from the date of this letrer
Mr, Shepherd sent the money as above
stated. Then the correspondence lnpaed.
8o far as evidence of effort to secure &
pardon for Claude (8 concerned, the rep-
ord Is also a blank, so far as can now he
learned. On May 26, 1897, Claude Shep-
herd disd. When his father received no-
tice of his death, he wrote Dr. Morrison,
aalking for an accounting for the money
sent him. To this letter he got the fol-
lowing reply:

Lanslog, Kans,, June 2d, 1807
W. H. Shepherd, Berry Station, Aln:

My Dear Sir:—Your lstter of recent
date asking remlttance at hand. Reply-
Ing thereto I desire to #ay I have never
for o moment expected or Intended Lo
(o other than | promised, and my ac-
tlons have nlways been based upon aln-
cerity. [ worked hard and faithtully to
aceomplish a pardon for your son. Spent
time and money in the endeavor, and [
give you my word, baséd on the hopor of
8 man who prizes his word, that every-
thing shall be as represented to you, and
you shall have the money advanced,
But now an explanation ls In order, |
am utterly unable at this time to send It
1 haven't any money on hand. Have
means which will soon be avallable &1
can utllize it in & short time, 1 wenti to
the prison financially broken by a real
estute deal and have pald out, but |n do-
ing so It threw me out of employment
penniless, 1 promise you that If you will
be patient & little time you shall bave
your money, I have no disposition to be
other than falr with you, and could not
afford to. In order that you may feel
that 1 am disposed to do the falr thing
and not take an undue advantage of you
in any way, but on the other hand ae-
knowledge the matter as a just and hon-
eat debt, I will put it in the shape of a
note If you want, and will take it np
Just a8 quickly as I can, which may be
in three or four weeks. I have been

Wimn. H. S8hepherd, Berry Smlon. Ala:
My Dear Sir—-Yours of 15th at hand.
Replying let me say In order Lo set my-
self right that I do not want a dollar of
Claude’s money for myself, Please un-
derstand thai now. God knows I would
render him any service |

cheertully
could. He cannot live long In my Judg-

away from home else your leiter would
bave received a more prompt answer,
Trusting then that you will not allow
yourself to worry In the léast, and that
I will be able to satiafy the elalm In

even less time than od ve,
Y

Now, I think, Mr. Bhep-
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Mr. Bhepherd Immedintely replied,
sending anote properly filled out, but he
never ived It, and was not even fa-

vored with a reply.to his letter, Tireds
Maney- which It cost grest sac-
i sepore, he wrote to n
the Sffalr:. "'!“
Mr. H. E. Ballou, -
Dear 8ir—Your ur! hu-r came
the contemts

of antyréady to do anything to
Joflowing letter relative to
Berry Biation, Ala., Feb. 7 1898,
to hand a few days ago,

-
were duly noted. I w
that there wis a clu
cover the money [ sent Dr.
rison some time (n 1806,
it 1 will send you the papers
that contains the cont
knowledgment to the
you can collect the mon
o greatl tavor to me to
I had to borrow the mon
bim, and am very poor,
old and not able to work.
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